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Dear J i m :  

I a m  s o r r y  w e  had s o  much d i f f i c u l t y  coord ina t ing  our  schedules  
yes te rday  (and g r a t i f i e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  I r a  go t  you a w a r m  m e a l ) .  

My comment on t h e  phone about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of ho ld ing  a CSH 
Symposium on animal v i r u s e s  w a s  i n s p i r e d  by a n o s t a l g i c  reading 
of t h e  volume from t h e  1962 Symposium. Now, of course ,  i t  
would be too l a t e  f o r  a twenty- f i f th  anniversary ,  bu t  i t  s t i l l  
might be u s e f u l  t o  cons ider  animal v i ro logy  ( o r  j u s t  v i r o l o g y ) ,  as 
a t o p i c ,  even without  a Si lver  Jub i l ee .  Measurement of progress  
s i n c e  1962 and t h e  new range of a c t i v i t y  i n  animal v i ro logy  are 
e x h i l a r a t i n g .  
Conference on Animal C e l l s  and Viruses ,  I have been i n s p i r e d  by 
t h e  developments i n  many areas ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i r u s  s t r u c t u r e ,  
r ecep to r s ,  human d i sease ,  r e p l i c a t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s ,  and r e g u l a t i o n ) .  
I know many of t h e s e  t o p i c s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those  t h a t  emerge from 
tumor v i r u s e s ,  are f r equen t ly  considered i n  CSH meetings,  bu t  I 
b e l i e v e  i t  might neve r the l e s s  be  worthwhile t o  cons ider  a Symposium 
i n  1988 broadly based i n  v i ro logy .  A t  t h e  least, i t  would be  
e n t e r t a i n i n g  t o  reconvene t h e  many s t i l l  a c t i v e  lumina r i e s  who were 
on hand i n  1962. 

A s  t h e  o rgan ize r  of t h i s  coming y e a r ' s  Gordon 

B e s t  regards ,  

Harold E. Varmus, M.D. 
American Cancer. Soc ie ty  
P ro fes so r  of Molecular Virology 
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